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ABSTRACT

Information literacy (IL) enhances the people’sndi@ds of living by empowering them to make infodme
decisions that could play a role in socio-econodegelopment. Deprivation of information literacynceesult in being
sidelined because of lack of information, beingargl on others for one’s knowledge and informatimeds and even
severe deficits in the socio-economic status. Adividual requires access to meaningful informatdaily, as it is a
fundamental aspect for problem-solving, reliablecisien making and fulfilment of one’s developmdntaeeds.
Often, people from rural backgrounds bear the bo@ithis unpleasant situation. The rural areas &skong economy and
effective information systems; therefore, most o people from these regions are not informatiterdte. This paper
focuses on the argument that rural communitiesbmempowered by endowing them with the appropiigtgmation
literacy. People from rural backgrounds need toettgy their crucial and efficient information skilt® that they can
actively interact with global participants in thedwledge-based economy. Keeping this aspect in ninglpaper inspects
the role of information literacy in the escalatioh the socio-economic status and political advaregnof the rural
communities in the backdrop of a globally depressednomy. In addition, this paper features the igmre of
information literacy in fulfilling the evolving radrements of the rural masses, ascertains someedfdsic hurdles faced

while delivering information literacy to the rungadpulation and endeavors to design methods to omerdhe challenges.
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